
Dear Readers, 

It is with great pleasure that I present, on behalf of the Centre for Foreign Languages (CFL), the third
edition of the CFL Newsletter. This issue covers CFL news and activities from January to May 2026.
The past semester at CFL has been guided by three central values: student-centric learning, collaboration
and creativity. Through innovative classroom practices, interactive cultural initiatives, student-led activities,
and interdisciplinary engagement, CFL has continued to foster an environment where language learning
extends beyond textbooks into meaningful lived experiences. This semester also witnessed a fruitful
collaboration between the CFL and the Centre for European Studies, during AGORA 2026, reaffirming our
shared commitment to fostering intercultural dialogue and intellectual exchange across disciplines. This
edition also showcases our faculty’s contributions to research and publications, to professional
development as well as their broader impact beyond JGU. 
I extend my sincere gratitude to Prof. Padmanabha Ramanujam, Dean of the Office of English and Foreign
Languages at JGU for his constant support and encouragement. I am equally grateful to my colleagues and
the vibrant student community, whose enthusiasm, creativity, and commitment continue to make CFL a
truly dynamic and inspiring space for learning.
The floral banner gracing this edition serves as a poetic reflection of our multilingual community. It brings
together flowers that hold special significance in different cultural traditions: the red carnation, long
associated with Spanish culture; the edelweiss, an emblem of the Alpine landscapes and folklore of Austria
and Switzerland; the chamomile, cherished in Russian cultural imagination; the cherry blossom, celebrated in
Japan; and the iris, a longstanding symbol in French history and art. Together, they form a vibrant bouquet of
languages, reminding us that while every tradition possesses its unique beauty, it is through dialogue and
exchange that they truly flourish. As you explore the pages of this newsletter, I hope you will find in them
not only a record of our activities but also a reflection of the curiosity, collaboration, and intercultural
dialogue that lie at the heart of language education. I invite you to celebrate these achievements with us.

Warm regards,

Shruti Jain
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We are excited to reflect on the success of our
recent January cohort of the "Doing Business in
Spain and Spanish Language" program, which took
place from January 12 to January 23, 2026. Led by
Mr. Mohammad Jilani and Dr. Neha Tyagi at the
prestigious Centro de Lenguas Modernas at the
Universidad de Granada, students experienced an
immersive journey that combined academic insights
into the Spanish market with authentic language
acquisition. In addition to classroom instruction,
students had the invaluable opportunity to explore
the enchanting city of Sevilla, known for its rich
history and cultural heritage. This excursion allowed
participants to witness firsthand the vibrant
Spanish way of life, enhancing their understanding
of cultural nuances that influence business
practices in the region. Engaging with local business
leaders and visiting a prominent company provided
a real-world context that connected theoretical
knowledge with practical applications. This unique
opportunity allowed participants to connect
classroom theory with real-world application,
fostering both professional growth and a deep
appreciation of Spanish culture.

SuccessfulWinterProgram 
SuccessfulWinterProgram 

 IN GRANADA IN GRANADA

J G U - S PA I N  S H O RT - T E R M  S T U DY  A B R O A D  P R O G R A MJ G U - S PA I N  S H O RT - T E R M  S T U DY  A B R O A D  P R O G R A MJ G U - S PA I N  S H O RT - T E R M  S T U DY  A B R O A D  P R O G R A M

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE
SUMMER OF 2026:  IMMERSE

YOURSELF IN SPANISH
LANGUAGE,  CULTURE,  AND

HISTORY!
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B u i l d i n g  o n  t h i s  m o m e n t u m ,  w e  a re
d e l i g h t e d  t o  s h a re  t h e  n ex t  i t e ra t i o n
o f  o u r  J G U - S PAI N  S h o r t- Te r m  S t ud y
A b ro a d  P ro g ra m m e .  S c h e d u l e d  fo r
J u n e  2 1  t o  J u l y  4 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  t h i s
u p c o m i n g  s e s s i o n ,  l e d  b y  P ro f .  J i l a n i ,
w i l l  fo c u s  o n  " S p a n i s h  L a n g u a g e ,
C u l t u re ,  a n d  H i s t o r y . "  H o s t e d  o n c e
a g a i n  a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  U n i ve r s id a d  d e
G ra n a d a ,  a  w o r l d - re n o w n e d
i n s t i t u t i o n  fo u n d e d  i n  1 5 3 1 ,  t h i s
t w o - w e e k  p ro g ra m  o f fe r s  i n t e n s i ve
l a n g u a g e  t ra i n i n g ,  a n  ex p l o ra t i o n  o f
S p a i n ’ s  r i c h  h i s t o r i c a l  t i m e l i n e ,  a n d
e n g a g i n g  p e r fo r m i n g  a r t s
ex p e r i e n c e s .  Wi t h  d a i l y  i n t e ra c t i o n s
w i t h  re s id e n t s ,  s t ud e n t s  a re
g u a ra n t e e d  a n  i m m e r s i ve
e n v i ro n m e n t  d e s i g n e d  t o  e l eva t e
t h e i r  S p a n i s h  p ro f i c i e n cy  a n d
p rov id e  a  p ro fo u n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
S p a n i s h  l i fe .
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Ta p a s  &  Ta l k :  B i te - S ize d  I n t ro d u c t i o n
to  S p a n i s h  L a n g u a ge  &  C u l t u re
 
M s .  D e e p i ka  Te c kc h a n d a n i  i n  c o l l a b o ra t i o n
w i t h  D r.  N e h a  Tya g i  c o n d u c t e d  a n  e n g a g i n g  a n d
i n t e ra c t i ve  w o r k s h o p  c a l l e d  Ta p a s  &  Ta l k :  B i t e -
S i ze d  I n t ro d u c t i o n  t o  S p a n i s h  L a n g u a g e  &
C u l t u re  a s  p a r t  o f  A g o ra  2 6 ,  t h e  f l a g s h i p  eve n t
o rg a n i ze d  b y  t h e  C e n t re  fo r  E u ro p e a n  S t ud i e s
a n d  C e n t re  fo r  Fo re i g n  L a n g u a g e s  o n  2 1  M a rc h
2 0 2 6 .  D e s i g n e d  fo r  b e g i n n e r s ,  t h e  w o r k s h o p
i n t ro d u c e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f
t h e  S p a n i s h  l a n g u a g e  w h i l e  o f fe r i n g  i n s i g h t s
i n t o  t h e  v i b ra n t  s o c i a l  w o r l d  o f  S p a n i s h  t a p a s
c u l t u re .  Th ro u g h  f u n  a n d  p ra c t i c a l  l a n g u a g e
a c t i v i t i e s ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  l e a r n e d  b a s i c  S p a n i s h
ex p re s s i o n s  fo r  g re e t i n g s ,  i n t ro d u c t i o n ,
o r d e r i n g  fo o d ,  a n d  eve r y d a y  c o n ve r s a t i o n .
A l o n g s id e  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e  w o r k s h o p
ex p l o re d  t h e  c u l t u ra l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t a p a s  a s  a
s o c i a l  d i n i n g  t ra d i t i o n  t h a t  fo s t e r s  s h a r i n g ,
c o n ve r s a t i o n ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .  C o m b i n i n g
l a n g u a g e ,  c u l t u re ,  a n d  c u i s i n e ,  t h i s  b i t e - s i ze d
ex p e r i e n c e  p rov id e d  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i t h  a n
e n j oya b l e  g a t e wa y  i n t o  t h e  S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g
w o r l d  -  o n e  w o r d  a n d  o n e  t a p a  a t  a  t i m e .

Sa l s a  Wo r ks h o p  a t   AGORÁ
20 2 6  –  An  Af te r n o o n  of
R hy t h m  a n d  M ove m e n t

O n  2 1  M a rc h  2 0 2 6 ,  C F L  h o s t e d  a n
e n e rg e t i c  S a l s a  Wo r k s h o p  a s  p a r t
o f  AG O R Á ,  b r i n g i n g  p a r t i c i p a n t s
t o g e t h e r  fo r  a n  a f t e r n o o n  o f
m u s i c ,  m ove m e n t ,  a n d  c u l t u ra l
ex p re s s i o n .  Fa c i l i t a t e d  b y  M r.
M o h a m m a d  J i l a n i ,  t h e  w o r k s h o p
i n t ro d u c e d  a t t e n d e e s  t o  t h e
f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  s a l s a ,  i n c l ud i n g
b a s i c  s t e p s ,  r h y t h m ,  a n d  p a r t n e r
c o o r d i n a t i o n .  Th e  i n t e ra c t i ve
s e s s i o n  c re a t e d  a n  i n c l u s i ve
a t m o s p h e re  fo r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  a l l
s k i l l  l eve l s  a n d  re c e i ve d
e n t h u s i a s t i c  fe e d b a c k ,  w i t h  m a n y
ex p re s s i n g  i n t e re s t  i n  f u t u re
c u l t u ra l  a c t i v i t i e s  o rg a n i ze d  b y
C F L .
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Th e  S p r i n g  S e m e s t e r  a t  t h e  C e n t re  fo r  Fo re i g n  L a n g u a g e s  ( C F L )  fe a t u re d  a  s e r i e s
o f  ex p e r i e n t i a l  a n d  a c t i v i t y - b a s e d  l e a r n i n g  i n i t i a t i ve s  c o n d u c t e d  u n d e r  t h e
g u id a n c e  o f  D r.  S h i l p a  G u p t a  t o  m a ke  Fre n c h  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g  i n t e ra c t i ve ,
e n g a g i n g ,  a n d  c u l t u ra l l y  e n r i c h i n g .  Th ro u g h  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  Fa s h i o n  S h o w ,
Fa n cy  D re s s ,  a n d  T i m e t a b l e  M a k i n g ,  s t ud e n t s  p ra c t i c e d  Fre n c h  b eyo n d
c o n ve n t i o n a l  c l a s s ro o m  m e t h o d s  w h i l e  i m p rov i n g  s p e a k i n g  s k i l l s ,  p ro n u n c i a t i o n ,
vo c a b u l a r y ,  a n d  s e n t e n c e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  a  c o l l a b o ra t i ve  a n d  c re a t i ve
e n v i ro n m e n t .

Th e  Fa s h i o n  S h ow  a c t i v i t y
h e l p e d  s t ud e n t s  d e s c r i b e
o u t f i t s ,  c o l o u r s ,  a c c e s s o r i e s ,
a n d  s t y l e s  i n  Fre n c h ,
s t re n g t h e n i n g  d e s c r i p t i ve
vo c a b u l a r y  a n d  s p o ke n
f l u e n cy .  Fa n cy  D re s s
p re s e n t a t i o n s  e n c o u ra g e d
s t ud e n t s  t o  p o r t ra y  d i f fe re n t
p ro fe s s i o n s  a n d  c h a ra c t e r s
w h i l e  i n t ro d u c i n g  t h e m s e l ve s
i n  Fre n c h ,  e n h a n c i n g
c o n f id e n c e ,  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  a n d
p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  s k i l l s .  Th e
Ti m e t a b l e  M a k i n g  a c t i v i t y
e n a b l e d  s t ud e n t s  t o  p re s e n t
d a i l y  ro u t i n e s  a n d  s c h e d u l e s
i n  Fre n c h ,  re i n fo rc i n g  t i m e
ex p re s s i o n s  a n d  eve r y d a y
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .
S t ud e n t s  s h o w e d  re m a r ka b l e
e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  c re a t i v i t y  i n
p re p a r i n g  c o s t u m e s ,  p o s t e r s ,
d i a l o g u e s ,  a n d  p re s e n t a t i o n s ,
re f l e c t i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f
c o m m u n i c a t i ve  a n d  a c t i v i t y -
b a s e d  l e a r n i n g  m e t h o d s .  D r .
S h i l p a  G u p t a  c o n s i s t e n t l y
m o t i va t e d  s t ud e n t s  t o  m ove
b eyo n d  t ex t b o o k  l e a r n i n g
a n d  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e
l a n g u a g e  t h ro u g h  c re a t i v i t y ,
p e r fo r m a n c e ,  a n d
c o l l a b o ra t i o n .

Quandla langueprendvie! 

Quandla langueprendvie! 
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P o s te r  M a k i n g  C o m p e t i t i o n
l  AGORA  20 2 6

E x t e n d i n g  l e a r n i n g  b eyo n d  t h e
c l a s s ro o m ,  s t ud e n t s  a l s o  ex p l o re d
E u ro p e a n  c u l t u re  t h ro u g h
a c a d e m i c  a n d  c re a t i ve  i n i t i a t i ve s .
A s  p a r t  o f  AG O R Á  2 0 2 6 ,  D r.  S h i l p a
G u p t a  o rg a n i s e d  a  P o s t e r - M a k i n g
C o m p e t i t i o n  t i t l e d  “ B eyo n d
B o r d e r s  –  E U :  C u l t u ra l  M o s a i c  o f
E u ro p e ”  a t  C F L .  Th e  c o m p e t i t i o n
e n c o u ra g e d  s t ud e n t s  t o  ex p l o re
t h e m e s  s u c h  a s  fo o d ,  fe s t i va l s ,
f a s h i o n ,  h e r i t a g e ,  a n d  u n i t y ,
s h o w c a s i n g  t h e i r  i n t e rc u l t u ra l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h ro u g h  a r t  a n d
l a n g u a g e .
Th e  eve n t  wa s  f u r t h e r  e n r i c h e d  b y
t h e  v i s i t  o f  H . E .  D r .  O l e k s a n d r
P o l i s h c h u k ,  A m b a s s a d o r  o f  U k ra i n e
t o  I n d i a ,  w h o  i n t e ra c t e d  w i t h
s t ud e n t s  a n d  a p p re c i a t e d  t h e i r
e f fo r t s ,  i n s p i r i n g  t h e m  t o  t h i n k
b eyo n d  b o r d e r s  a n d  va l u e  c u l t u ra l
d i a l o g u e  a n d  g l o b a l  l e a r n i n g .

O n l i n e  G u e s t  Le c t u re  l  L a n g u a ge  a n d  C u l t u re  Le a r n i n g  i n  t h e  2 1
C e n t u r y  Wo r l d

s t

D r.  N av re e t i  S h a r m a  o rg a n i ze d  a n  o n l i n e  g u e s t  l e c t u re  t i t l e d  “ L a n g u a g e  a n d
C u l t u re  Le a r n i n g  i n  t h e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  Wo r l d ”  o n  1 1  M a rc h  2 0 2 6 .  Th e  s e s s i o n
fe a t u re d  M s .  Is h i t a  R ay ,  E d u c a t i o n  C o n s u l t a n t  a t  t h e  J a p a n  I n t e rc u l t u ra l  I n s t i t u t e ,
a s  t h e  s p e a ke r.
Th e  l e c t u re  ex p l o re d  t h e  d e e p  i n t e rc o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u re ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  h o w  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g  i s  a n  e m b o d i e d ,  ex p e r i e n t i a l ,  a n d
p s yc h o l o g i c a l l y  d e m a n d i n g  p ro c e s s .  M s .  R a y  e m p h a s i ze d  t h a t  a c q u i r i n g  a  n e w
l a n g u a g e  re q u i re s  s u s t a i n e d  m e n t a l  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  o p e n n e s s  t o  c u l t u ra l
c o n t ex t s ,  o f t e n  l e a d i n g  t o  b o t h  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  t ra n s fo r m a t i ve  l e a r n i n g
ex p e r i e n c e s .
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Fre n c h  C u l t u ra l  Wo r ks h o p  l  AGORA
20 2 6
Fro m  b o n j o u r  t o  r h y t h m ,  m a p s  t o  t a l e s ,  m i m e
t o  d a n c e - s t e p  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t b e a t  o f
Fra n c o p h o n e  c u l t u re .  
 At  AG O R A  2 0 2 6 ,  h o s t e d  b y  t h e  C e n t re  fo r
E u ro p e a n  S t ud i e s ,  O .  P .  J i n d a l  G l o b a l
U n i ve r s i t y ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t t a i n e d  a  v i b ra n t
b l e n d  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  c o n f id e n c e  a n d  c u l t u ra l
i m m e r s i o n :  t h ey  m ove d  f ro m  m a s t e r i n g  s i m p l e
g re e t i n g s  l i ke  b o n j o u r  t o  fe e l i n g  t h e  r h y t h m  o f
Fra n c o p h o n e  ex p re s s i o n ,  ex p l o re d  m a p s  a n d
t a l e s  t h a t  c o n n e c t e d  g e o g ra p h y  w i t h
s t o r y t e l l i n g ,  a n d  e m b o d i e d  c u l t u re  t h ro u g h
m i m e  a n d  d a n c e .  Th e  w o r k s h o p ,  c o n d u c t e d  b y
D r.  N av re e t i  S h a r m a ,  o f fe re d  n o t  j u s t
k n o w l e d g e  b u t  l i ve d  ex p e r i e n c e — a n  a wa ke n i n g
t o  t h e  h e a r t b e a t  o f  Fra n c o p h o n e  t ra d i t i o n s
w h e re  l a n g u a g e ,  m ove m e n t ,  a n d  n a r ra t i ve
i n t e r t w i n e d  t o  fo s t e r  e m p a t h y ,  c re a t i v i t y ,  a n d
i n t e rc u l t u ra l  c o n n e c t i o n .
Th e  eve n t  wa s  f u r t h e r  e n r i c h e d  b y  t h e  v i s i t  o f
H . E .  D r .  O l e k s a n d r  P o l i s h c h u k ,  A m b a s s a d o r  o f
U k ra i n e  t o  I n d i a ,  w h o  i n t e ra c t e d  w i t h  s t ud e n t s
a n d  a p p re c i a t e d  t h e i r  e f fo r t s ,  i n s p i r i n g  t h e m
t o  t h i n k  b eyo n d  b o r d e r s  a n d  va l u e  c u l t u ra l
d i a l o g u e  a n d  g l o b a l  l e a r n i n g .

O n l i n e  G u e s t  Le c t u re  l  Le a r n i n g
Fre n c h  fo r  D i f fe re n t  Ob j e c t i ve s

O n  9  A p r i l  2 0 2 6 ,  D r.  N av re e t i  S h a r m a  o rg a n i ze d
a n o t h e r  o n l i n e  g u e s t  l e c t u re  t i t l e d  “ Le a r n i n g
Fre n c h  fo r  D i f fe re n t  O b j e c t i ve s ” .  Th e  s e s s i o n
fe a t u re d  D r.  A l ka  M a t h u r  a s  t h e  re s o u rc e
p e r s o n .
D r.  M a t h u r  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  d i ve r s e  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n s
w i t h i n  t h e  Fre n c h  l a n g u a g e  a n d  t h e i r  re l eva n c e
t o  d i f fe re n t  l e a r n e r  o b j e c t i ve s .  S h e  ex p l a i n e d
h o w  l e a r n e r s  c h o o s e  s p e c i f i c  p a t h wa ys  b a s e d  o n
t h e i r  a c a d e m i c ,  p ro fe s s i o n a l ,  o r  p e r s o n a l  g o a l s ,
a n d  h o w  e a c h  s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  o f fe r s  d i s t i n c t  s k i l l
s e t s  a n d  c a re e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
Th e  s e s s i o n  h i g h l i g h t e d  key  a re a s  s u c h  a s
Fre n c h  fo r  u n i ve r s i t y  p u r p o s e s ,  b u s i n e s s  Fre n c h ,
Fre n c h  fo r  t o u r i s m ,  Fre n c h  fo r  t h e  h o t e l  i n d u s t r y ,
Fre n c h  fo r  t ra n s l a t i o n ,  a n d  Fre n c h  fo r
i n t e r p re t a t i o n .  E a c h  a re a  wa s  e l a b o ra t e d  u p o n  i n
t e r m s  o f  i t s  p ra c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l
c a re e r  t ra j e c t o r i e s .
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Fi l m  S c re e n i n g s  d u r i n g  Fra n c o p h o n e  M o n t h

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C e n t re  fo r  Fo re i g n  L a n g u a g e s ,  D r.  N av re e t i
S h a r m a  o rg a n i ze d  t w o  s p e c i a l  f i l m  s c re e n i n g s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e
Fra n c o p h o n e  M o n t h  c e l e b ra t i o n s ,  a i m e d  a t  p ro m o t i n g
e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h  Fre n c h  a n d  Fra n c o p h o n e  c u l t u re s  t h ro u g h
c i n e m a .
Th e  f i r s t  s c re e n i n g  fe a t u re d  E r n e s t  a n d  C é l e s t i n e :  A  J o u r n ey  i n
C h a ra b i a  o n  1 9  M a rc h  2 0 2 6  ( Th u r s d a y ) .  Th e  a n i m a t e d  f i l m
o f fe re d  a  c h a r m i n g  ex p l o ra t i o n  o f  f r i e n d s h i p ,  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  a n d
l i n g u i s t i c  c re a t i v i t y ,  w h i l e  i n t ro d u c i n g  a ud i e n c e s  t o  t h e  r i c h n e s s
a n d  p l a y f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  Fra n c o p h o n e  w o r l d  t h ro u g h  v i s u a l
s t o r y t e l l i n g .
Th e  s e c o n d  s c re e n i n g  p re s e n t e d  M ys t è re  ( Vi c k y  a n d  H e r
M ys t e r y )  o n  10  A p r i l  2 0 24  ( Fr id a y ) .  Th i s  f i l m  p rov id e d  a n
e m o t i o n a l  n a r ra t i ve  c e n t e re d  a ro u n d  c o n n e c t i o n ,  g ro w t h ,  a n d
d i s c ove r y ,  f u r t h e r  re f l e c t i n g  t h e  d i ve r s i t y  o f  Fra n c o p h o n e
c i n e m a t i c  ex p re s s i o n  a n d  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  re s o n a t e  a c ro s s  c u l t u re s
a n d  a g e  g ro u p s .
Th e  i n i t i a t i ve  wa s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  I n s t i t u t  f ra n ç a i s  e n  I n d e ,
re i n fo rc i n g  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  p ro m o t i n g  Fre n c h  l a n g u a g e
l e a r n i n g ,  c u l t u ra l  d i p l o m a cy ,  a n d  c re a t i ve  exc h a n g e  t h ro u g h
c i n e m a .

B eyo n d  Fra n c e :  C l a s s ro o m  E x p l o ra t i o n s  of  t h e  Fra n c o p h o n e  Wo r l d
t h ro u g h  M o n u m e n t s ,  N a t i o n s ,  a n d  H e r i t a ge

D r.  N av re e t i  S h a r m a ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  M s .  S u n id h i  Sa m p i ge  ( Te a c h i n g  A s s i s t a n t ,  M . A .
D L B ,  2 5  J SIA )  c u ra t e d  a  d i ve r s e  ra n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  i n t ro d u c e d  s t ud e n t s  t o  t h e
r i c h n e s s  a n d  c o m p l ex i t y  o f  t h e  Fra n c o p h o n e  w o r l d .  H i g h l y  i n t e ra c t i ve  s e s s i o n s
w e re  c o n d u c t e d  i n  w h i c h  l e a r n e r s  ex p l o re d  Fre n c h ‑s p e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  i c o n i c
m o n u m e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w h o  h a ve  s h a p e d  Fra n c o p h o n e
h e r i t a g e .  C l a s s ro o m  a c t i v i t i e s  c o m b i n e d  v i s u a l  p re s e n t a t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e m a t i c
d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  l i n ke d  h i s t o r y ,  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d  c u l t u ra l  id e n t i t y  t o  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g .
S t ud e n t s  e n g a g e d  i n  o p e n  d e b a t e s  c o m p a r i n g  m o n u m e n t s  a c ro s s  re g i o n s ,
a n a l y t i c a l  exe rc i s e s  h i g h l i g h t i n g  Fra n c o p h o n e  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  vo c a b u l a r y ‑b u i l d i n g
t a s k s  c o n n e c t e d  t o  g e o g ra p h y  a n d  h e r i t a g e .  Th e s e  p re s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n s
b ro a d e n e d  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  Fra n c o p h o n e  n a t i o n s  i n c l ud i n g  B e l g i u m ,
S w i t ze r l a n d ,  S e n e g a l ,  a n d  M o ro c c o ,  w h i l e  fo s t e r i n g  c r i t i c a l  re f l e c t i o n  o n  t h e  g l o b a l
p re s e n c e  o f  Fre n c h  b eyo n d  Fra n c e .  Th e  c o l l a b o ra t i ve  a n d  d i a l o g i c  a p p ro a c h  m a d e
l e a r n i n g  d y n a m i c  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t o r y ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  s t re n g t h e n i n g  s t ud e n t s ’
c u l t u ra l  a wa re n e s s ,  c o m m u n i c a t i ve  c o m p e t e n c e ,  a n d  a p p re c i a t i o n  fo r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
d i ve r s i t y .
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Fro m  Wa n de r l u s t  to  t h e  We i m a r  Re p u b l i c  |
Wo r ks h o p  a t  AGORÁ  20 2 6

At  AG O R Á  2 0 2 6  i n  M a rc h ,  o rg a n i s e d  b y  t h e  C e n t re  fo r
E u ro p e a n  S t ud i e s  a t  O . P .  J i n d a l  G l o b a l  U n i ve r s i t y  —  c o -
f u n d e d  b y  t h e  E u ro p e a n  U n i o n  a n d  i n  c o l l a b o ra t i o n  w i t h
t h e  C e n t re  fo r  Fo re i g n  L a n g u a g e s  —  D r.  Paya l  Ku m a r i ,
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  P ro f .  D r .  S h r u t i  J a i n ,  d eve l o p e d  a n d  l e d  a
w o r k s h o p  t h a t  t o o k  a  f a m i l i a r  w o r d  a n d  u n c ove re d  t h e
h i s t o r i e s  b u r i e d  b e n e a t h  i t .
Wa n d e r l u s t .  Wid e l y  u s e d ,  ra re l y  ex a m i n e d .  Th e  s e s s i o n
t ra c e d  t h e  t e r m  b a c k  t o  t h e  Wa n d e r vö g e l  m ove m e n t ,
w h e re  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  G e r m a n  yo u t h
t ra n s fo r m e d  wa l k i n g ,  n a t u re ,  a n d  c o l l e c t i ve  ex p e r i e n c e
i n t o  a  q u i e t  re s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  p re s s u re s  o f  m o d e r n
l i fe .
Wh a t  b e g a n  a s  a  l i n g u i s t i c  ex p l o ra t i o n  q u i c k l y  d e e p e n e d
i n t o  q u e s t i o n s  o f  f re e d o m ,  c o m m u n i t y ,  b e l o n g i n g ,  a n d
exc l u s i o n  —  a n d  h o w  s h a re d  va l u e s ,  w h i l e  u n i f y i n g ,  c a n
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  d ra w  s h a r p  l i n e s  b e t w e e n  s e l f  a n d  o t h e r.
Th e s e  t e n s i o n s ,  D r .  Ku m a r i  n o t e d ,  c o n n e c t  d i re c t l y  t o  h e r
d o c t o ra l  re s e a rc h  o n  t h e  We i m a r  R e p u b l i c ,  w h e re
c o m p e t i n g  v i s i o n s  o f  id e n t i t y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s h a p e d  a n
e n t i re  e ra ' s  c u l t u ra l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s .
Th e  s e s s i o n  c l o s e d  o n  a  m e m o ra b l e  n o t e  —  p a r t i c i p a n t s
s a n g  t h e  Wa n d e r vö g e l  s o n g  " D a s  Wa n d e r n  i s t  d e s  M ü l l e r s
L u s t "  t o g e t h e r,  c o l l a p s i n g  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  G e r m a n
h i s t o r y ,  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  l i ve d  ex p e r i e n c e  i n t o  a  s i n g l e
ro o m .

Wo r ks h o p  |  G o e t h e - I n s t i t u t  D i g i t a l
L i b ra r y  Re s o u rc e s

I n  A p r i l  2 0 2 6 ,  D r.  Paya l  Ku m a r i  c o o r d i n a t e d
a n  exc l u s i ve  o n l i n e  w o r k s h o p  h o s t e d  b y  t h e
C e n t re  fo r  Fo re i g n  L a n g u a g e s  ( C F L ) ,  t i t l e d
" D i s c ove r  G e r m a n y  Th ro u g h  t h e  L i b ra r y
O f fe r i n g s  o f  t h e  G o e t h e - I n s t i t u t . "  
Th e  w o r k s h o p  w e l c o m e d  U l l a  We s te r ,  H e a d  o f
L i b ra r y  S e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  G o e t h e - I n s t i t u t  /  M a x
M u e l l e r  B h a va n  N e w  D e l h i ,  a n d  E l i s h a  U p p a l ,
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  M a n a g e r  a t  t h e  G o e t h e -
I n s t i t u t  N e w  D e l h i .  To g e t h e r,  t h ey  g u id e d
p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h ro u g h  t h e  d i g i t a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f
G e r m a n  l i t e ra t u re  a n d  re s o u rc e s  —  i n c l ud i n g  a
h a n d s - o n  s e s s i o n  w i t h  O n l e i h e ,  t h e  G o e t h e -
I n s t i t u t ' s  p re m i e r  d i g i t a l  l i b ra r y  —  a n d  s h a re d
p ra c t i c a l  s t ra t e g i e s  fo r  n a v i g a t i n g
a ud i ov i s u a l ,  d i g i t a l ,  a n d  p r i n t  c o l l e c t i o n s
e f fe c t i ve l y .
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S i n g i n g  P e r fo r m a n c e s  i n
G e r m a n ,  Fre n c h  &  S p a n i s h  l
AGORA  20 2 6

A s  p a r t  o f  AG O R Á  2 0 2 6 ,  a  Ka ra o ke
N o o n  fe a t u re d  s t ud e n t s  p e r fo r m i n g
i c o n i c  G e r m a n ,  Fre n c h ,  a n d  S p a n i s h
s o n g s ,  c re a t i n g  a  v i b ra n t
m u l t i c u l t u ra l  a t m o s p h e re .  Th e
p e r fo r m a n c e s ,  p re p a re d  u n d e r  t h e
g u id a n c e  o f  P rof .  D r .  S h r u t i  J a i n ,
w e re  h i g h l y  a p p re c i a t e d  b y  H . E .  D r .
O l e k s a n d r  P o l i s h c h u k ,  U k ra i n i a n
A m b a s s a d o r,  w h o  c o m m e n d e d  t h e
s t ud e n t s ’  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c
t a l e n t .  P e d a g o g i c a l l y ,  t h e  a c t i v i t y
e n a b l e d  s t ud e n t s  t o  i m p rove
p ro n u n c i a t i o n ,  l i s t e n i n g  s k i l l s ,
vo c a b u l a r y  re t e n t i o n ,  a n d  s p o ke n
f l u e n cy  t h ro u g h  m u s i c  a n d
p e r fo r m a n c e .  It  a l s o  fo s t e re d
c o n f id e n c e  i n  o ra l  ex p re s s i o n ,  p u b l i c
s p e a k i n g ,  a n d  i n t e rc u l t u ra l
e n g a g e m e n t  i n  a n  e n j oya b l e  a n d
i n t e ra c t i ve  s e t t i n g .

O n l i n e  G u e s t  Le c t u re  l  I n t ro d u c t i o n  to  R a i n e r  M a r i a  R i l ke  a n d  h i s
Wo r ks
O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C e n t re  fo r  Fo re i g n  L a n g u a g e s ,  P rof .  D r .  S h r u t i  J a i n  o rg a n i ze d  a n
o n l i n e  g u e s t  l e c t u re  t i t l e d  “ I n t ro d u c t i o n  t o  R a i n e r  M a r i a  R i l ke  a n d  h i s  Wo r k s ”  o n  10
A p r i l  2 0 2 6  t o  m a r k  t h e  p o e t ’ s  d e a t h  c e n t e n a r y  a n d  h o n o u r  h i s  l i t e ra r y  l e g a cy .  Th e
eve n t  a l s o  p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  P ro f .  D r .  R a j e n d ra  D e n g l e  fo r  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  G e r m a n
S t ud i e s .
Th e  l e c t u re  wa s  d e l i ve re d  b y  M r.  R o m i t  R oy ,  Vi s va  B h a ra t i  U n i ve r s i t y ,  S a n t i n i ke t a n ,
a n d  c h a i re d  b y  D r.  M i l i n d  B ra h m e ,  I IT  M a d ra s ,  w i t h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f ro m  s t ud e n t s  a n d
s c h o l a r s  a c ro s s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  R oy  i n t ro d u c e d  R i l ke ’ s  l i fe ,  p h i l o s o p h y ,  a n d  key  t h e m e s
s u c h  a s  s o l i t ud e ,  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  l ove ,  a n d  a r t .
A  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  wa s  t h e  re c i t a t i o n  o f  R i l ke ’ s  t ra n s l a t e d  p o e m s  b y
R a j e n d ra  D e n g l e ,  c re a t i n g  a  re f l e c t i ve  a n d  m ov i n g  a t m o s p h e re .  Th e  p ro g ra m m e
c o n c l ud e d  w i t h  a n  i n t e ra c t i ve  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  exc h a n g e  o f  id e a s .
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S u s h i  M a k i n g  l  E x p e r i e n c i n g  C u l t u re  i n  t h e  C l a s s ro o m

O n  8  A p r i l  2 0 2 6 ,  s t ud e n t s  t o o k  p a r t  i n  a  f u n  a n d  i n t e ra c t i ve  S u s h i - M a k i n g
Ac t i v i t y  c u ra t e d  b y  M s .  M a n i ka  Ta go re ,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e  a n d
c u l t u re  l e a r n i n g  j o u r n ey .  Th e  s e s s i o n  g a ve  t h e m  a  c h a n c e  t o  s t e p  b eyo n d
t ex t b o o k s  a n d  ex p e r i e n c e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  J a p a n e s e  c u l t u re  f i r s t h a n d .
G u id e d  t h ro u g h  t h e  p ro c e s s ,  s t ud e n t s  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  i n g re d i e n t s  a n d
t e c h n iq u e s  u s e d  i n  m a k i n g  s u s h i  a n d  t h e n  t r i e d  t h e i r  h a n d  a t  c re a t i n g  t h e i r
o w n  ro l l s .  Th e  a c t i v i t y  s p a r ke d  c u r i o s i t y ,  e n c o u ra g e d  c re a t i v i t y ,  a n d  b ro u g h t
s t ud e n t s  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  re l a xe d  a n d  e n j oya b l e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i ro n m e n t .
M o re  t h a n  j u s t  a  c o o k i n g  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f fe re d  a  m e a n i n g f u l  c u l t u ra l
ex p e r i e n c e ,  h e l p i n g  s t ud e n t s  d eve l o p  a  d e e p e r  a p p re c i a t i o n  fo r  J a p a n e s e
t ra d i t i o n s  a n d  c u i s i n e .
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L a n g u a ge  G a m e s  a t  AGORA  20 2 6

Th e  L a n g u a g e  G a m e s  a t  AG O R A ,  h e l d  o n  2 1  M a rc h  2 0 2 6 ,  b ro u g h t  t o g e t h e r  s t ud e n t s
o f  Fre n c h ,  S p a n i s h ,  a n d  G e r m a n  i n  a  v i b ra n t  c e l e b ra t i o n  o f  m u l t i l i n g u a l  l e a r n i n g .
D e s i g n e d  a n d  c o n d u c t e d  b y  s t ud e n t s  i n  c o l l a b o ra t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  s t a l l s
fe a t u re d  a  ra n g e  o f  i n t e ra c t i ve  g a m e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  m a d e  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g
f u n  a n d  e n g a g i n g .
Vi s i t o r s  m ove d  f ro m  o n e  l a n g u a g e  s t a l l  t o  a n o t h e r,  l e a r n i n g  n e w  w o r d s  a n d  p h ra s e s ,
c o m p a r i n g  l a n g u a g e s ,  a n d  exc h a n g i n g  n o t e s  a n d  id e a s .  Th e  a c t i v i t i e s  e n c o u ra g e d
c u r i o s i t y ,  i n t e ra c t i o n ,  a n d  a  d e e p e r  a p p re c i a t i o n  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  a n d  c u l t u ra l  d i ve r s i t y .
Th e  l i ve l y  a t m o s p h e re  re f l e c t e d  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  c o l l a b o ra t i o n  a n d  exc h a n g e  t h a t
d e f i n e s  t h e  C e n t re  o f  Fo re i g n  L a n g u a g e s .  Th ro u g h  t h e s e  f u n  l e a r n i n g  ex p e r i e n c e s ,
t h e  eve n t  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  c re a t i v i t y  o f  t h e  s t ud e n t s  a n d  t h e  s y n e rg y  t h a t  e m e rg e s
w h e n  d i f fe re n t  l a n g u a g e  c o m m u n i t i e s  c o m e  t o g e t h e r.
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N ew  Af f i l i a t i o n  |  Re s e a rc h  Fe l l ow  a t  I . D . E . A . S . ,  JG U

D r.  Paya l  Ku m a r i  h a s  j o i n e d  t h e  I . D . E . A . S .  O f f i c e  o f  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  S t ud i e s  a t  O . P .
J i n d a l  G l o b a l  U n i ve r s i t y  a s  a  R e s e a rc h  Fe l l o w .  S h e  w i l l  b e  a c t i ve l y  e n g a g i n g  w i t h
t h e  I D EAS  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  re s e a rc h  c o m m u n i t y ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  R e s e a rc h
C o n s t e l l a t i o n s ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  o n g o i n g  a n d  u p c o m i n g  a c a d e m i c  i n i t i a t i ve s .
S h e  h a s  j o i n e d  t h e  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  “ Tra n s i t i o n a l  S p a c e s ,  C u l t u re  &  M e d i a  S t ud i e s ” —  a n
i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  v i b ra n t  s p a c e  t h a t  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  c r i t i c a l  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  t h e o r i e s
a t  t h e  n ex u s  o f  c u l t u ra l  s t ud i e s ,  s o c i o l o g y ,  m e d i a  s t ud i e s ,  a n t h ro p o l o g y ,  g e o g ra p h y ,
a n d  d i a s p o ra s  i n  d i g i t a l  s p a c e s .  R e s e a rc h  w i t h i n  t h i s  c o n s t e l l a t i o n  ex p l o re s  t h e
i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n  n e w  m e d i a  a n d  eve r y d a y  e n v i ro n m e n t s ,  ex a m i n i n g  p o w e r
d y n a m i c s ,  v i r t u a l  id e n t i t i e s ,  i n t e r n e t  s o c i a l i t i e s ,  a n d  c u l t u ra l  n o r m s .

P e d a go g i c a l  Re t re a t  |  G o e t h e - I n s t i t u t  /
M a x  M u e l l e r  B h ava n ,  N ew  D e l h i

Fro m  5  t o  7  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 6 ,  D r.  Paya l  Ku m a r i
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  t e a c h i n g  re t re a t  ( Le h r k l a u s u r )
o rg a n i s e d  b y  t h e  G o e t h e - I n s t i t u t  /  M a x  M u e l l e r
B h a va n ,  N e w  D e l h i ,  h e l d  a t  t h e  s e re n e  Ba g h a a n
O rc h a r d  R e t re a t  i n  G a r h  M u k t e s h wa r.
Th e  i n t e n s i ve  t h re e - d a y  re t re a t  o f fe re d  a  ra re
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n g a g e  d e e p l y  w i t h  t h e  t h e m e  o f
c u r r i c u l a r  g u id e l i n e s  a n d  l e s s o n  p l a n n i n g .  Fo r  D r .
Ku m a r i  —  b o t h  a s  a  l a n g u a g e  e d u c a t o r  a n d  a s  a
re s e a rc h e r  i n  l a n g u a g e  d id a c t i c s  —  t h e  exc h a n g e
a ro u n d  c u r re n t  p e d a g o g i c a l  t re n d s  a n d  t h e  t a rg e t e d
d eve l o p m e n t  o f  w r i t i n g  c o m p e t e n c e  p rove d
e s p e c i a l l y  va l u a b l e .  O ve r  w o r k s h o p  p a r t i c i p a t i o n s
a n d  t e a m w o r k ,  s h e  a l s o  fo rg e d  m e a n i n g f u l  a c a d e m i c
c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  G e r m a n  l a n g u a g e  e d u c a t o r s
t h e re .  
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P re s e n t a t i o n s  &  Pa n e l  D i s c u s s i o n  l  I nv i te d  to  N a t i o n a l  S e m i n a r
o n  M u l t i l i n g u a l i s m ,  L i te ra t u re  a n d  Tra n s l a t i o n

P rof .  D r .  S é rg i o  M e i ra  wa s  i n v i t e d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  D r.  Ta t j a n a  Ko c h e t kova ,  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  s e m i n a r  o n  m u l t i l i n g u a l i s m ,  l i t e ra t u re ,  a n d  t ra n s l a t i o n  ( t h e
“ N a t i o n a l  S e m i n a r  o n  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  t h ro u g h  M u l t i l i n g u a l  L i t e ra t u re ,  o n  Fe b .  17 ,
2 0 2 6 )  a t  t h e  G .  V .  M .  G i r l s ’  C o l l e g e ,  S o n e p a t  ( a f f i l i a t e d  t o  M a h a r s h i  D a ya n a n d
U n i ve r s i t y ,  R o h t a k ) .  Th ey  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  m a i n  p a n e l  o f  t h e  S e m i n a r.  D r .
Ko c h e t kova  g a ve  a  p re s e n t a t i o n  o n  ' I n t e rc u l t u ra l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n "  a n d  P ro f .  M e i ra
s p o ke  o n  t h e  ” I m p a c t  a n d  D i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  A m e r i n d i a n  ( I n d i g e n o u s )  l i t e ra t u re s  a n d
l a n g u a g e s  o n  B ra z i l i a n  s o c i e t y ” .  Th e  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  t o o k  t h re e  h o u r s ,  fo l l o w e d
b y  o n e  h o u r  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  f re e  d i s c u s s i o n .  B o t h  d i s c u s s i o n s  w e re  ve r y
e n l i g h t e n i n g ,  w i t h  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t ud e n t s ,  w h o  w e re  c l e a r l y  ve r y
i n t e re s t e d  i n  d i s c ove r i n g  t h e  va r i o u s  c o n t ra d i c t o r y  a s p e c t s  o f  m u l t i l i n g u a l
l i t e ra t u re  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  
Th i s  wa s  fo l l o w e d ,  t h e  n ex t  d a y ,  b y  a  fe w  s p e c i a l  p re s e n t a t i o n s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  b y
P ro f .  D r .  S é rg i o  M e i ra ,  o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  “ L a n g u a g e  Te a c h i n g  i n  t h e  Fro n t i e r  S p a c e :
M e t h o d s  a n d  R e s u l t s ” ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  d i s c u s s e d  t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d s  ( i n c l ud i n g  AI -
b a s e d  o n e s )  a n d  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  g e n e ra l  c o n t ex t  o f  B ra z i l i a n  i n d i g e n o u s
l a n g u a g e s  a n d  t h e i r  t e a c h i n g .  Th e  p re s e n t a t i o n  wa s  w e l l - re c e i ve d  ( t h e  ro o m  wa s
f u l l  o f  s t ud e n t s  a n d  h a d  a  n u m b e r  o f  l a n g u a g e  t e a c h e r s ) ,  a n d  t h e  l i ve l y  d i s c u s s i o n
t h a t  fo l l o w e d  wa s  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p re s e n t a t i o n  ( t w o  h o u r s ) .  Th i s  s e m i n a r
wa s  a  ve r y  re wa r d i n g  ex p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  a  c h a n c e  t o  g e t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n
p e r s p e c t i ve  a n d  s i t u a t i o n s  o n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  i n t ro d u c e  t h e  B ra z i l i a n
c a s e  t o  a n  I n d i a n  a ud i e n c e .  
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Wo r ks h o p  l  I nv i te d  a s  ex p e r t  to  t h e  G e r m a n  Te a c h e r ’ s  c o n fe re n c e
S o u t h  I n d i a  &  S r i  L a n ka

P rof .  D r .  S h r u t i  J a i n  wa s  i n v i t e d  t o  c o n d u c t  w o r k s h o p s  a t  t h e
D e u t s c h l e h re r I n n e n t a g u n g  ( G e r m a n  Te a c h e r s ’  C o n fe re n c e )  S o u t h  I n d i a  a n d  S r i  L a n ka ,
h e l d  a t  t h e  G o e t h e - I n s t i t u t  C h e n n a i  f ro m  2 9 . 01 . 2 0 2 6  t o  3 1 . 01 . 2 0 2 6 ,  o n  t h e  t h e m e
“ R ev i t a l i z i n g  L a n d e s k u n d e  D i s c u r s i ve l y  fo r  G e n  Z  a n d  A l p h a . ”  Th e  c o n fe re n c e  s e r ve d
a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p l a t fo r m  fo r  a c a d e m i c  exc h a n g e  a n d  p e d a g o g i c a l  d i a l o g u e ,  b r i n g i n g
t o g e t h e r  G e r m a n  l a n g u a g e  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  s c h o l a r s  f ro m  a c ro s s  S o u t h  I n d i a  a n d  S r i
L a n ka  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  c o n t e m p o ra r y  a p p ro a c h e s  t o  l a n g u a g e  a n d  c u l t u ra l  i n s t r u c t i o n .

P u b l i c a t i o n s

J a i n ,  S h r u t i .  " D e r  A n t i c h r i s t  i m  i n d i s c h e n  a n t i ko l o n i a l e n  D i s k u r s " .  N i e t z s c h e  a l s
P ro t a g o n i s t  d e r  e u ro p ä i s c h e n  u n d  g l o b a l e n  Ku l t u re n :  Ü b e r  d i e  f r ü h e  R eze p t i o n  ( 1 8 9 0 –
1 9 3 0 ) ,  e d i t e d  b y  H a n s  R u i n  a n d  C a r l o t t a  S a n t i n i ,  D e  G r u y t e r ,  2 0 2 6 ,  p p .  2 5 7- 2 72 .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o rg / 10 . 1 5 1 5 / 9 7 8 3 1 1 170 9 5 6 7- 01 5

Fa l a k i ,  M a h m ud .  “एक  खुश �मज़ाज  वृद्ध  जम� न  म �हला  से  छोट�-सी  गु फ़्त गू . ”  Tra n s l a t e d  b y  S h r u t i  J a i n ,
वागथ� ,  वष�  3 2 ,  अंक  3 6 3 ,  फ़रवरी  2 0 2 6 ,  p p .  10 6 – 107 .



It  wa s  a  t r u l y  e n r i c h i n g  ex p e r i e n c e  a t t e n d i n g  t h i s  Fre n c h  c l a s s ,  a s  P rofe s s o r
S h i l p a  G u p t a  m a d e  l e a r n i n g  b o t h  e n g a g i n g  a n d  e n j oya b l e  t h ro u g h  h e r  h i g h l y
i n t e ra c t i ve  a n d  g a m e - o r i e n t e d  t e a c h i n g  m e t h o d s .  I n s t e a d  o f  l i m i t i n g  l e s s o n s  t o
t ex t b o o k s ,  s h e  u s e d  v id e o s ,  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  c re a t i ve  exe rc i s e s  t o
m a ke  eve n  t h e  c o re  c o n c e p t s  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d
re m e m b e r.  Wh a t  m a d e  t h e  c o u r s e  eve n  m o re  s p e c i a l  wa s  t h e  c u l t u ra l  ex p o s u re
s h e  i n c o r p o ra t e d  i n t o  t h e  l e s s o n s ,  g i v i n g  u s  a  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e
t ra d i t i o n s ,  l i fe s t y l e ,  a n d  b e a u t y  o f  Fra n c e  a l o n g s id e  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i t s e l f .  H e r
c o n s t a n t  i n t e ra c t i o n  w i t h  s t ud e n t s  c re a t e d  a  wa r m  a n d  e n c o u ra g i n g  c l a s s ro o m
a t m o s p h e re  w h e re  eve r yo n e  fe l t  c o m fo r t a b l e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,
a n d  i m p rov i n g  t h e i r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s  w i t h  c o n f id e n c e .
Th e  a s s i g n m e n t s  a n d  c l a s s ro o m  a c t i v i t i e s  w e re  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  m e m o ra b l e
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c o u r s e ,  a s  p re s e n t a t i o n s ,  Fre n c h  ro l e  p l a ys ,  a n d  i n t e ra c t i ve
exe rc i s e s  m a d e  l a n g u a g e  l e a r n i n g  f u n  w h i l e  a l s o  b r i n g i n g  o u t  o u r  c re a t i v i t y .
Th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  n o t  o n l y  i m p rove d  o u r  s p e a k i n g  a n d  p re s e n t a t i o n  s k i l l s  b u t  a l s o
h e l p e d  u s  a p p l y  t h e  l a n g u a g e  i n  p ra c t i c a l  a n d  e n j oya b l e  wa ys .  Th e  p ro fe s s o r ’ s
p a t i e n c e ,  e n t h u s i a s m ,  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t r u l y  m a d e  a  l a s t i n g  i m p a c t  o n  u s ,  a n d  h e r
p a s s i o n  fo r  t e a c h i n g  i n s p i re d  u s  t o  a p p re c i a t e  a n d  e n j oy  l e a r n i n g  Fre n c h .  I
a m  s i n c e re l y  g ra t e f u l  t o  h e r  fo r  m a k i n g  eve r y  c l a s s  l i ve l y ,  m e a n i n g f u l ,  a n d
m e m o ra b l e ,  fo r  a l wa ys  m o t i va t i n g  u s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  c o n f id e n t l y ,  a n d  fo r  c re a t i n g
s u c h  a  p o s i t i ve  l e a r n i n g  ex p e r i e n c e  t h a t  c o m b i n e d  k n o w l e d g e ,  c re a t i v i t y ,  a n d
c u l t u ra l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  s o  b e a u t i f u l l y .  -  Pa l a kde e p  Ka u r,  MADL B  20 24
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B e fo re  j o i n i n g  t h e  c l a s s ,  I  h a d  ve r y  l i t t l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  S p a n i s h  a n d  wa s  i n i t i a l l y
h e s i t a n t  t o  s p e a k  i n  a  n e w  l a n g u a g e .  H o w eve r,  I  t h o ro u g h l y  e n j oye d  t h e  c o u r s e
u n d e r  t h e  g u id a n c e  o f  M s .  D e e p i ka  Te c kc h a n d a n i .  Th e  c l a s s e s  w e re  h i g h l y
i n t e ra c t i ve ,  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  Ka h o o t  q u i z ze s  ke p t  eve r yo n e  a c t i ve l y
e n g a g e d  w h i l e  fo s t e r i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  h e a l t h y  c o m p e t i t i o n  a m o n g  s t ud e n t s .
P ro f .  Te c kc h a n d a n i  wa s  ex t re m e l y  p a t i e n t  a n d  e n c o u ra g i n g ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  eve r y
s t ud e n t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a n d  fe l t  c o m fo r t a b l e  s p e a k i n g  i n  c l a s s .  S h e  ex p l a i n e d
c o n c e p t s  re l a t e d  t o  g ra m m a r  a n d  vo c a b u l a r y  w i t h  g re a t  c l a r i t y  a n d
e n c o u ra g e m e n t ,  w h i c h  m a d e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p ro c e s s  b o t h  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d
e n j oya b l e .
Wh a t  I  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p re c i a t e d  wa s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r s e  n eve r  fe l t  ove r w h e l m i n g
d e s p i t e  b e i n g  t a ke n  a l o n g s id e  c o re  c o u r s e s  a n d  o t h e r  e l e c t i ve s .  I n s t e a d ,  i t
re m a i n e d  e n g a g i n g ,  w e l l - b a l a n c e d ,  a n d  e a s y  t o  m a n a g e  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e
s e m e s t e r.
O ve ra l l ,  i t  wa s  a n  i m m e n s e l y  e n j oya b l e  a n d  re wa r d i n g  ex p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  I  b e l i eve
I  c o u l d  n o t  h a ve  a s ke d  fo r  a  b e t t e r  i n t ro d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  S p a n i s h  l a n g u a g e  a n d
c u l t u re .  -  Ar ya m a n  S i n g h ,  MA  DL B  20 2 5  
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It  wa s  a  t r u l y  f u n  a n d  e n j oya b l e  l e a r n i n g  ex p e r i e n c e  w i t h  D r.  Paya l  Ku m a r i .  S h e
wa s  ve r y  k i n d ,  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  s u p p o r t i ve  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e  ye a r,  a n d  c o n d u c t e d
exc e l l e n t  s e s s i o n s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  m a d e  l e a r n i n g  G e r m a n  b o t h  e n g a g i n g  a n d
i m p a c t f u l .  S h e  c a re f u l l y  d e s i g n e d  w o r k s h e e t s  a n d  i n t e ra c t i ve  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  h e l p  u s
u n d e r s t a n d  d i f fe re n t  t o p i c s  e f fe c t i ve l y .  S h e  wa s  a l wa ys  a p p ro a c h a b l e  a n d  re a d y  t o
p rov id e  s u p p o r t  w h e n eve r  n e e d e d ,  w h i c h  m a d e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i ro n m e n t  ve r y
c o m fo r t a b l e  a n d  e n c o u ra g i n g .  Le a r n i n g  G e r m a n  b e c a m e  m u c h  m o re  e n j oya b l e  a n d
m e a n i n g f u l  w i t h  P ro f  Pa ya l .  -  M o h a m m e d  A j ez a l  I b ra h i m ,  I B M  20 2 2

P rofe s s o r  J i l a n i  h a s  a  f u n  a n d  re l a t a b l e  wa y  o f  t e a c h i n g  S p a n i s h .  It s  i m p o r t a n t
t h a t  l e a r n i n g  a  l a n g u a g e  s h o u l d  b e  i n t e ra c t i ve  a n d  g ro u n d e d  i n  a c t i ve  l e a r n i n g ,
w h i c h  wa s  h i g h l y  e n c o u ra g e d  i n  h i s  c l a s s .  We  a re  o f t e n  g i ve n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
ex p l o re  a d va n c e d  l e s s o n s  a n d  i n c o r p o ra t e  t h e m  i n t o  o u r  re g u l a r  c l a s s e s .  
Th e  i n t e ra c t i ve  s e s s i o n  t h a t  P ro fe s s o r  J i l a n i  h a d  h e l p e d  u s  re l a t e  S p a n i s h  w i t h
l o c a l  I n d i a n  l a n g u a g e s  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  m u l t i p l e  p o p  c u l t u re  re fe re n c e s  w e re
m a d e .  Th i s  c re a t i ve  t e c h n iq u e  ke p t  u s  i n t e re s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a t  o u r
o w n  p a c e  a n d  m e t h o d .  We  h a d  n u m e ro u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n t e ra c t  w i t h  o u r  p e e r s
a n d  e n h a n c e  o u r  l a n g u a g e  s k i l l s  c o l l e c t i ve l y . -  S h r i  Vi s h a l  R a j k u m a r,  BAGA  20 24  

I  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  l e a r n i n g  Fre n c h  u n d e r  N av re e t i  M a ’ a m  fo r  t h e  p a s t  fo u r  ye a r s
a s  a  p a r t  o f  o u r  I B M  c u r r i c u l u m .  H e r  g u id a n c e ,  p a t i e n c e ,  a n d  e n c o u ra g i n g  t e a c h i n g
s t y l e  m a d e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  j o u r n ey  t r u l y  e n j oya b l e .  Th ro u g h  h e r  c l a s s e s ,  I  n o t  o n l y
l e a r n t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b u t  a l s o  d eve l o p e d  c o n f id e n c e  a n d  a  d e e p e r  a p p re c i a t i o n  fo r
t h e  Fre n c h  c u l t u re .  I  a m  t r u l y  g ra t e f u l  fo r  h e r  c o n s t a n t  s u p p o r t  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n
t h ro u g h o u t  t h e s e  ye a r s .  -  D e e p ro  Ba s u ,  I B M  20 2 2

Wh e n  I  e n ro l l e d  fo r  S p a n i s h ,  i t  wa s  s i m p l y  t o  c h e c k  o f f  a  b u c ke t  l i s t  i t e m ,  l e a r n i n g
a  n e w  l a n g u a g e .  It  b e g a n  a s  a  c u r i o s i t y  t o  p i c k  u p  n e w  p h ra s e s  a n d  s o o n  b e c a m e
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  e n j oya b l e  c o u r s e s  o f  m y  a c a d e m i c  j o u r n ey .  Fro m  t r y i n g  t o
m e m o r i ze  n e w  vo c a b u l a r y  t o  ro l l i n g  m y  r ’ s  a n d  w o r k i n g  o n  m y  p ro n u n c i a t i o n ,  I
l o o ke d  fo r wa r d  t o  t h e  c l a s s e s  eve r y  w e e k .
A n d  o f  c o u r s e ,  n o n e  o f  t h i s  w o u l d  h a ve  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  o u r  f a c u l t y  P rof .
N e h a  Tya g i ,  w h o  s h o w e d  i m m e n s e  l eve l  o f  p a t i e n c e  w h i l e  l i s t e n i n g  t o  o u r  f u n n y
i n t e r p re t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  g u id e d  u s  w h i c h  m a d e  o u r  m i s t a ke s  l e s s
e m b a r ra s s i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  fe l t  exc i t i n g .
Wh i l e  I  m a y  n o t  b e  a  f l u e n t  S p a n i s h  s p e a ke r  j u s t  ye t ,  t h i s  c o u r s e  h a s  g i ve n  m e  a
fe w  h u n d re d  S p a n i s h  w o r d s ,  a  g re a t e r  a p p re c i a t i o n  fo r  a n o t h e r  c u l t u re ,  s eve ra l
f u n n y  m o m e n t s  w h i l e  l e a r n i n g  t h e  c o n j u g a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n f id e n t l y  s a y
t h i n g s  i n  S p a n i s h  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  m a ke  s e n s e .  It  b e g a n  a s  a  b u c ke t  l i s t  ex p e r i m e n t
b u t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  q u i t e  a  f u n  a d ve n t u re  o f  m y  a c a d e m i c  j o u r n ey .  ¡ M u c h a s
G ra c i a s !  -  Ta n i s h ka  S i n g h ,  I B M  20 23
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Le a r n i n g  G e r m a n  u n d e r  t h e  g u id a n c e  o f  P rof .  D r .  S h r u t i  J a i n  h a s  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e
m o s t  e n r i c h i n g  ex p e r i e n c e s  o f  m y  a c a d e m i c  j o u r n ey .  
Wh a t  I  a d m i re  m o s t  i s  h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  s i m p l i f y  d i f f i c u l t  c o n c e p t s .  G e r m a n  g ra m m a r,
p ro n u n c i a t i o n ,  a n d  s e n t e n c e  s t r u c t u re  o f t e n  s e e m  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  b u t  s h e  ex p l a i n s
t h e m  w i t h  p a t i e n c e  a n d  c l a r i t y .  S h e  c o n ve r s e s  w i t h  u s  i n  G e r m a n ,  h e l p i n g  u s
u n d e r s t a n d  p ro n u n c i a t i o n  a n d  b e c o m e  c o m fo r t a b l e  w i t h  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  eve n  i f  w e
c a n n o t  re p l y  f l u e n t l y  ye t .  H e r  a p p ro a c h a b l e  n a t u re  e n c o u ra g e s  eve r y  s t ud e n t  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  c o n f id e n t l y .  S h e  t a ke s  ex t ra  e f fo r t  t o  h e l p  s t ud e n t s  w h o  s t r u g g l e  a n d
e n s u re s  n o  o n e  fe e l s  l e f t  b e h i n d .  S h e  n o t  o n l y  t e a c h e s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  b u t  a l s o
i n t ro d u c e s  u s  t o  G e r m a n  c u l t u re  a n d  i t s  p ra c t i c a l  u s a g e  i n  d a i l y  l i fe .
A s  a n  a m a t e u r  s i n g e r,  I  n eve r  i m a g i n e d  I  c o u l d  s i n g  i n  G e r m a n ,  b u t  w i t h  h e r
g u id a n c e ,  I  wa s  a b l e  t o  s i n g  i n  G e r m a n ,  w h i c h  f u r t h e r  b o o s t e d  m y  c o n f id e n c e  a n d
e n r i c h e d  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e .  
A n o t h e r  q u a l i t y  I  d e e p l y  a d m i re  i s  h e r  g ra t i t ud e  t o wa r d  h e r  g u id e ,  P ro f .  R a j e n d ra
D e n g l e .  S h e  c o n d u c t e d  a  m e m o r i a l  l e c t u re  i n  h i s  h o n o r  a n d  s h a re d  h i s  l e s s o n s  w i t h
u s ,  t e a c h i n g  u s  t h e  va l u e  o f  g ra t i t ud e  b eyo n d  fo r m a l  e d u c a t i o n .
B e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  P ro f .  J a i n ’ s  c l a s s  h a s  n o t  o n l y  i m p rove d  m y  G e r m a n  s k i l l s  b u t  a l s o
c h a n g e d  m y  p e r s p e c t i ve  o n  l e a r n i n g .  S h e  h a s  s h o w n  m e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  c a n  b e
e n g a g i n g ,  e n j oya b l e ,  a n d  i n s p i r i n g  w h e n  p u r s u e d  w i t h  p a s s i o n  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n .  I  a m
t r u l y  g ra t e f u l  fo r  h e r  c o n s t a n t  s u p p o r t ,  p a t i e n c e ,  a n d  e n c o u ra g e m e n t  t h ro u g h o u t
t h i s  j o u r n ey .  -  Ay u s h  An a n t  Ro ka de ,  MA  DL B  20 2 5

A s  a  l a s t  s e m e s t e r  s t ud e n t  t h e  J a p a n e s e - I I  c o u r s e  wa s  n o t  o n l y  a  b re a t h  o f  f re s h
a i r  b u t  a l s o  s o  h e l p f u l  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  f i n i s h e d  t h e  fo u n d a t i o n  s e t  i n
J a p a n e s e - 1  c o u r s e .  We  h a d  ve r y  f u n  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  c l a s s  fo r  o u r
i n t e r n a l s  l i ke  s u s h i  m a k i n g  a n d  v i va - b a s e d  o n  s u s h i  m a k i n g  w h i c h  m a d e  t h e
l e a r n i n g  p ro c e s s  eve n  m o re  f u n .  P rofe s s o r  M a n i ka  Ta go re  wa s  ve r y  p a t i e n t  a n d
h e l p f u l  t h ro u g h  o u t  t h e  c o u r s e  w h e re - i n  w e  h a d  f re q u e n t  rev i s i o n  s e s s i o n s  a n d
vo c a b u l a r y  t e s t s  w h i c h  h e l p e d  u s  a  l o t  i n  ke e p i n g  t ra c k  o f  t h e  c o u r s e .  t h i s  c o u r s e
wa s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  c o u r s e s  I  d id ,  a n d  a l l  t h a n k s  t o  P ro fe s s o r  M a n i ka ' s  h a r d w o r k
a n d  c re a t i v i t y  I  h a d  s o  m u c h  f u n  i n  m y  l a s t  s e m e s t e r ! !  -  Ad ya  S re s t h a ,  BA  L L B
20 2 1
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